
 

Source 1 
Source Information:​ ”Personal Comments and Observations of Roger D. Lapham On “The 
China Problem;”, July 13, 1949; China (Taiwan) Asia File; Economic Cooperation Files; 
Papers of John D Sumner.  
 
Note​: Roger D. Lapham was a Chief administrator for the Economic Cooperation 
Administration, which was created by Congress to provide aid to Europe after World War 
II. Although not officially included in the program, China received economic aid from the 
United States through this agency. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
Using Source 1 

 

Sourcing Questions  What does the title of this source reveal about its purpose? 
What clues in this source might lend credibility to the 
perspective of the author? 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

What historical events are mentioned in this source?  
At the time of the creation of this source, what was the 
situation in China? 
This source mentions General Marshall’s visit to China. Who is 
General Marshall​ and why did he visit China? 
Who is the Generalissimo? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

 

Close Reading 
Questions 
 
 
 

What does the author say about the economic situation in 
China in 1949?  
What is the purpose of including the question: “When I asked, 
‘What would happen in the Generalissimo died that night?’” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Source 2 

Source Information: Speech by Mao Tse-tung: Our Task in 1945, Recorded in the 
Publication: News from Liberated China, Chinese Communist Publications file, 
Papers of John Patton Davies.  
Note: ​News from Liberated China​ was a English-language newscast sent daily from 
China via morse code.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Using Source 2 
 

Sourcing Questions  Who is Mao Tse-tung? What perspective in China does he 
represent? 
What does the title of the speech reveal about its purpose? 
What words might describe the tone of the speech? 
 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

By the end of 1944, what was the status of WWII in Europe? In 
Asia? 
What had World War II been like for China? 
Who are the Kuomintang? How are they different than the 
Communists? 
 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

What does this source reveal about the conflict in China that 
is not mentioned in Roger Lapham’s account?  
Would Mao agree that China has “resisted the Japanese as 
best it could?” 

Close Reading 
Questions 
 
 
 

What does Mao say about cooperation between the 
Kuomintang and the Communists?  
What does Mao say is the task of China in 1945? 
What words does Mao use to describe the Kuomintang in this 
source? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Source 3 
Source Information​: ​Memorandum from Secretary of State George Marshall to President 
Harry S. Truman: Attached Cable from General Wedemeyer, July 29, 1947. President's 
Secretary's Files - Subject File. 
 
Note: ​Harry Truman dispatched General George Marshall to China in December 1945. 
Marshall was recalled from China in January 1947. Truman sent General A.C. Wedemeyer 
to China in the summer of 1947 to gather information to guide his decision-making on 
actions the US might take in China. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Using Source 3 
 

Sourcing Questions  Why was this source created? How does General 
Wedemeyer describe his mission in China?  
What is the overall tone of this report? 
 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

What is going on in China in 1947?  
What world events might explain why Truman was 
interested in China at this time? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Does Wedemeyer's description of the Nationalists 
(Kuomintang) and Communists fit with, or conflict with, 
what Mao described in 1944? 
Does Wedemeyer's description of the Nationalists 
(Kuomintang) and Communists fit with, or conflict with, 
what Roger Lapham described in 1949? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

How does Wedemeyer describe the Nationalists? 
Communists? 
Which group does Wedemeyer indicate is doing better at 
this time? How do you know? 
What does Wedemeyer predict will happen in China? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


